
Family Treasures 
A project to promote Literacy and Family History 

 

The Quebec Federation of Home and School 
Associations (QFHSA) in partnership with 
the Community Learning Centres (CLC) is 
proud to introduce the Family Treasures 
Essay Competition. 
 
 

This essay competition offers students the 
opportunity to combine the elements of 
both the English Language Arts program 
with that of History as an ‘in class’ project 
where children can explore their own sense 
of self as well as their own family’s 
history. 
 
By researching, asking questions, and 
writing creatively about what they have 
learned, children will have an opportunity 
to share some of their family history with 
their classmates and their community. 
 

Family Treasures Essay 
Competition 

The contest will be launched on 
Family Literacy Day, January 27, 
2011 and we will be accepting 
submissions up to March 18, 2011. 
 

"Family history truly comes 
alive when you hold in your 
hands a brush used by your 
great-grandmother, a photo-
graph of your grandparents 
on their wedding day, or an 
antique writing desk where 
your grandfather once sat. It 
can be a photo album or an 
antique doll. It can be an old 
letter, a rare postcard, a 
famous autograph, a painting, 
a book or a favorite family 
recipe.  Treasures can be as 
unique as families 
themselves.”                          



  

Essays should be submitted electronically 
to family_treasures@qfhsa.org.  In addition 
to the electronic copy, a handwritten draft 
and printed copy should be mailed in.  
 
Letters of invitation are being sent to all the  
Principals of the schools to disseminate to 
their English Arts Teachers as well as their 
History Teachers who can then initiate the 

The Family Treasures Essay Competition 
is open to all Home and School Member 
Associations and CLC schools, targeting 
Cycle 3 and Secondary 1&2 students. 
 
Participants are required to write a 250 
word essay (450 words for Secondary 
1&2) describing a family treasure, why it 
is important to their family and what it 
means to them. 
 
 
A printed copy of the essay and the 
handwritten draft must be received at the 
QFHSA office by Friday. March 18th, 
2011. 
 
Submissions may include a digital 
photograph or artwork of the family 
treasure. 
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project in their classrooms and submit the 
five top choices to QFHSA. Parents can 
be advised of the project as well and can 
encourage their children to submit an 
essay. 
 
The judging panel will come to a 
decision and announce the winners on 
April 4th, 2011. 
 
 
Teachers of the winning submissions will 
be notified by telephone and/or email.  
 
Winning submissions for First Prize and 
Honorable Mention will be printed in the 
Summer issue of the QFHSA NEWS. 
Winners will also receive $50.00 gift 
certificates from Chapters, one for 
themselves and one for their classroom to 
purchase books.  
 

QFHSA FAMILY TREASURES ESSAY COMPETITION Competition Rules 


